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Art and Architecture: ‘Build in 
harmony with nature or not at all.’ 


By Frederic P. Lyman, AIA 


USC Associate Dean Gerald G. 
Weisbach, AIA, and | have con- 
tinued a dialogue since breakfast 
at the last Yosemite Conference 
on the question: "Is Architecture 
Art?" If we assume the affirmative, 
as Dean Weisbach does not, we 
must of course investigate the 
question "What is Art?" We find a 
small book of that title in Alson 
Clark's library at Watt Hall by 
Count Leo Tolstoy, who tells us, if 
| may review the book in one sen- 
tence, that Art is the Communica- 
tion of Emotions and is therefore a 
spiritual or religious matter and 
that in his time the task of religion 
and therefore of Art was to secure 
the brotherhood of all mankind. 

If Architecture is to be practiced 
as Art, then | submit that in our 
time the task is even broader. We 
must build in harmony with all 
nature, or build not at all. 

Our projects must assist life as 
do the projects of the bee. 

It is a simple thing to design 
with nature but it requires some 
reversal of our thinking. Building 
is an industry strongly affected by 
the actions of governments, par- 
ticularly by taxation and credit de- 
cisions. We as architects must 
understand those effects and per- 
suade our governments to turn 
them from damaging forces to 
beneficial results. 

Los Angeles must be rebuilt in 
harmony with nature, not by 
means of arrogant regional plan- 
ning but by democratic laws. 

Land must be leased. 
Waste must be taxed. 
Production must be rewarded. 

Then a magnificent metropolis 
will arise about us as easily as the 
eucalypts. 

Pollution of the air will be taxed 


so heavily that smog will dis- 
appear. Public transportation sys- 
tems will be so profitable that — 
instead of being supported from 
the public treasury — entrepre- 
neurs will pay the public for the 
privilege of building them. The tax 


Griffith planning 
contract offered by 


Recreation Dep t. 


Proposals from firms interested in 
preparing a comprehensive master 
plan for Griffith Park are now 
being accepted by the L.A. City 
Department of Recreation and 
Parks. The Recreation and Parks 
Commission has set a limit of 
$100,000 for the planning contract, 
which must cover the entire cost 
of research, design, printing and 
presentation. 

Interested firms should send a 
brief initial proposal of five to 
eight pages, summarizing relevant 
experience, qualified personnel, 
the firm's philosophy and planning 
process, and other pertinent 
details. An information packet — 
listing the major planning issues 
and problems, and describing the 
data available from the city — will 
be sent to all responding firms. 

Firms will be chosen on the 
basis of past experience, staff 
capabilities, ability to work with 
citizens groups, and ability to ful- 
fill the project goals. Applications 
should be submitted before May 15 
to Joel Breitbart, AIA, Superin- 
tendent, Planning and Develop- 
ment Branch, Department of 
Recreation and Parks, Room 1290, 
City Hall East, 200 North Main 
Street, Los Angeles, Ca. 90012. 


penalties for taking land away from 
vegetable and animal life will be so 
heavy that buildings and parking 
lots will be roofed with intercon- 
necting zoological gardens. 

Land will no longer be arbitrarily 
taxed at the whim of government 
so that fine neighborhoods turn to 
blight and make fuel for the specu- 
lator and food for the bureaucracy. 
Instead, land will be leased to he 
who offers the most to the citizen- 
ry in goods, services, open space 
or cash — and the profits will be 
returned to the people by public 
dividends. 

In other words, we will stop tax- 
ing the production of useful goods 
and services and start taxing the 
destruction of natural resources. 

We will stop taxing businesses, 
incomes, sales, the newness of 
automobiles, Architecture, and be- 
gin taxing auto exhaust, auto size, 
chimney exhaust, noise, sewage, 
the removal of land from the natur- 
al domain, billboards, trash, 
chemical waste, toxic insecticides, 
toxic anything. 

A tax is a penalty and should be 
used as such, and the proceeds 
should be returned to the people 
transgressed. 

When these public dividends are 
paid to all citizens, the leeches of 
trade will have no more defense. 
The bureaucracy will wither and 
trade union monopolies will be 
dissolved along with corporate 
monopolies. When we can ask 
three carpenters' unions to bid on 
a job, craftsmanship will return 
and the art of architecture will 
move again at last from the imagi- 
nation to the board and then to 
the site 

In order to perform our task, the 
structure of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter/ AIA must be devel- 
Please turn to page 4. 


An April 
encounter at 


SCI-ARC 


By Shelly Kappe 


A festive Open House at the 
Southern California Institute of 
Architecture (SCI-ARC) is being 
planned for the April 8 Chapter 
meeting. The school is located at 
1800 Berkeley Street, Santa 
Monica. 

The program will begin at 
5:00 P.M. As guests arrive, wine 
will be served on “Piazza Sci- 
Arco.” Chapter members will be 
able to visit student cubicles, talk 
with students and faculty, and 
view student work of the past year. 

At 6:00 o'clock, discussions on 
educational philosophies will take 
place with educators, students 
and Chapter members, including 
those who have taught and lec- 
tured at SCI-ARC. Topics to be 
covered will be Energy and Re- 
source Consumption, Computer 
Technology, Building Systems, 
Political, Economic and Social 
Problems, and Video as an Archi- 
tectural Education Tool. 

At 7:30, a student-prepared din- 
ner with wine will be served on the 
third-floor SCI-ARC Penthouse 
and Deck. Cost of the dinner is 
$5.00, if paid in advance by 
mailing in the enclosed white res- 
ervation envelope, and $6.00, if 
paid at the door. Members will be 
billed to satisfy unmet guarantee. 
Deadline for reservations is 
April 4, 1975. 

At 8:30, multi-media presen- 
tations of student projects will be- 
gin in the main studio-auditorium 
space. Projects to be included are 
the “Urban Odyssey,” featured in 
the July 21, 1974 issue of Home 
Magazine, and the “Life Pyramid,” 
featured at the National AIA Con- 
vention last May in Washington, 
D.C. 

At 9:00 o'clock, the Design 
Forum '75 Panel Discussion will 
be presented, featuring Chapter 
members Roland Coate, Paul Ken- 
non, Cesar Pelli, and Frank Gehry, 
all of whom have been a part of 
the SCI-ARC Design Forum 
speakers program this semester. 
Audience participation will be en- 
couraged. 

SCI-ARC, completing its third 
year of operation, is a private, 
non-funded, degree-granting, six- 
year school of Architecture and 
Urban Design. The school was 
founded by its Director, Raymond 
Kappe, FAIA, along with faculty 
members and 70 students who 
wanted the program — which 
Kappe had started and chaired at 
Cal Poly Pomona — to continue. 
The present enrollment is 170 stu- 
dents with 15 faculty members. 

SCI-ARC may be conveniently 
reached by taking the Santa 
Monica Freeway to the Bundy 
North offramp. North past Olympic 
to Nebraska. West (left) to Berke- 
ley. The school is on the corner of 
Berkeley and Nebraska. Free 
parking is available in the SCI-ARC 
parking lot across the street from 
the entrance. 


An L.A. ARCHITECT design 
poster: A.J. Lumsden, | 
DMJM and “design that 
begins with logic.” 


Calendar: 


April 2, 9, 17, 23: USC 
Department of Archi- 
tecture's Spring Lecture 
Series, Watt Hall |, 

5:00 p.m. Speakers and 
programs listed on back 
page. 


April 8: Chapter meeting at 
Sci-Arc: an open house. 
(See story above.) 


April 15: Professional Devel- 
opment Program: “Steel in 
Architecture." (See en- 
closed announcement.) 


April 18: Open house at Cal 
Poly Pomona's Depart- 
ment of Architecture. (Call 
Cal Poly for details.) 


April 21-23: Exhibition of 
architecture for health, 
1975 Convention of Wes- 
tern Hospitals, Anaheim 
Convention Center 
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING PTT 
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At DMJM, design begins with logic. Decisions are made on the 
basis of reality. The use of a logical approach in the analytical 
phase allows a more comprehensive development and breaks 
down aesthetic biases. One of the basic notions of the DMJM 
design methodology is to expand our visual language beyond 
the monumentality of "architecture as a temple,” and allow 
the natural development of an unselfconscious, nonmonumen- 
tal aesthetic. Such a design system, being inclusive, ad hoc, and 
opportunistic, tends much more to the vernacular than the 
academic. 


What has inhibited inclusive design processes in the past is an 
abstemious minimal elitism and the classical tradition. The 
escape from the classical proportioning system allows a re- 
sponse to program criteria, human and environmental data, 
and may result in the development of nonsymmetrical plans 
and buildings with different facades and variations in section. 


There is a tendency among some people to confuse clean geom- 
etry with rational design. Minimal geometry and formal purism 
constitute a curious misinterpretation of the useful part of 
rational design. The DMJM design system has no specific inten- 
tion of developing buildings which are organic, nor is its inten- 
tion to support the notion of design proceeding from within to 
without. It may proceed from the outside in, or there may be 
a distinction between the internal and external design systems. 
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Design is never done simply on the basis of this or that is a nice 
looking structure. If a solution inhibits or ignores certain fac- 
tors that would be beneficial to human habitation, that solu- 
tion is altered or rejected. In architecture, qualities that enhance 
the human condition are more significant than artistic objects 
that compromise social needs. A priori design decisions that 
seek specific forms generally violate essential design data. What 
is important is the development of a design methodology that 
will result in an environment that is productive for people. 


A. J. Lumsden, AIA 
Principal for Design 
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HILLRISE APARTMENTS 

SEPULVEDA WATER RECLAMATION PLANT 
BEVERLY HILLS HOTEL 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
BUMI DAYA BANK 

MANUFACTURERS BANK 

PORTLAND PLAZA 

NORTH LAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

. ONE PARK PLAZA 

15, 16, 17. LUGANO CONVENTION FACILITIES 
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IN THE NEWS 


An open house at the Department 
of Architecture in the School of 
Environmental Design at Cal Poly 
Pomona is planned for Friday, 
April 18, and all Chapter members 
are invited. Further information is 
available from the school at 3801 
West Temple Avenue in Pomona. 


A three-day course in “Effective 
Marketing of Architectural Engin- 
eering and Construction Services” 
will be held April 2 through April 4 
at the Beverly Hills Ramada Inn 
under the auspices of UCLA Ex- 
tension's Department of Con- 
tinuing Education in Engineering 
and Mathematics. The course will 
delve into marketing, future growth 
planning, the use of the news 
media in marketing, and how to 
prepare presentations. Course co- 
ordinators are John F. Brahtz 
(director, Construction Systems 
Institute, San Diego State Univer- 
sity) and Arnold Olitt (retired 
founder and consultant to Wood- 
ward-Clyde and Associates). Daily 
sessions are scheduled for 1 to 5 
p.m. on April 2, and from 8:15 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on April 3 and 4. For 
more information, call UCLA 
Extension at 825-3344 or 825-1295. 


Spring Semester Lecture Series at 
USC's Department of Architecture 
will feature David Stea, Professor 
of Architecture at UCLA, on “The 
Joys of Environmental Psy- 
chology: What you wanted to ask 
but were afraid to know," Wednes- 
day, April 2, Watt Hall | at 

5:00 p.m.; Mathias Ungers, Pro- 
fessor of Architecture at Cornell, 
on "His Work and Design Ap- 
proach," Wednesday, April 9, Watt 
Hall | at 5:00 p.m.; Stefanos Poly- 
zoides, Assistant Professor of 
Architecture at USC, on "Schind- 
ler and De Stijl: Sense or Non- 
sense" on Thursday, April 17, 
Watt Hall | at 5:00 p.m.; Christo- 
pher Alexander, Professor of 
Architecture at Berkeley, tenta- 
tively scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 23, subject and date of lec- 
ture to be confirmed; Charles La- 
greco, Visiting Critic at USC, on 
"Aspects of His Work and inter- 
ests," Thursday, May 1, Watt 

Hall | at 5:00 p.m.; Ralph Knowles, 
Professor of Architecture, USC, on 
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"The Pueblos of the Southwest," 
Thursday, May 8, Watt Hall |, at 
5:00 p.m.; and Gerald Weisbach, 
Professor of Architecture and 
Associate Dean at USC, on "So .. 
what now?", Thursday, May 15, 
Watt Hall | at 5:00 p.m. Further 
information on the lecture series 
is available from the Department 
of Architecture at USC. 


Architectural photographer Elyse 
Lewin will offer her services to 
smaller offices who wish to enter 
the SCC/AIA Design Awards Com- 
petition but do not feel they can 
afford usual professional rates. 
Other local photographers who are 
cooperating with the Awards Com- 
mittee in offering architectural 
photography at reduced rates in- 
clude Wayne Thom (Santa Bar- 
bara), Julius Shulman and Marvin 
Rand. Interested architects should 
get in touch directly with these 
photographers to discuss terms. 


Special announcement: USC's De- 
partment of Architecture will spon- 
sor its Scholarship Awards Dinner 
along with the SCC/AIA on 

May 14, 1975, with an address by 
Romaldo Giurgola, AIA, of Mit- 
chell, Giurgola Architects of New 
York. The evening will also com- 
prise the May Chapter Meeting. 
Further details upcoming in the 
next issue of L.A. ARCHITECT. 


The Association of Western Hos- 
pitals will sponsor an "Exhibition 
of Architecture for Health" at its 
1975 Convention on April 21-23 at 
the Anaheim Convention Center. 
Exhibit space may still be avail- 
able; inquiries should be directed 
to Joseph G. Sprague, Association 
of Western Hospitals, 840 No. 
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illi- 
nois 60611. 


Candidates for the Equivalency 
License Exam to be held this June 
will be interested in the prepara- 
tion program currently offered by 
Architectural License Seminars. 
The program includes home study 
courses on all exam subjects, 
handbooks, and an intensive one- 
day crash seminar which will be 
held in Los Angeles on May 10. 
Chapter members Alfred Kemper, 
AIA, and Lester Wertheimer, AIA, 
who began this educational service 
in 1968, continue to direct the 
organization's national activities 
along with other ALS directors. 
Their material is presently being 
used by educational institutions, 
professional organizations, and 
individual candidates throughout 
the country. Further information 
may be obtained by calling the 
ALS office at (213) 477-0112. 


Walter Clark, Senior Vice President 
of Security Pacific Bank, offered 
his comments on the work of 
architect John Portman, AIA, 
whose new Los Angeles project 
was featured in last month's L.A. 
Architect. Says Clark: “In one way 
or another, he has been able to 
convince large institutional lend- 
ers, international investors such 
as Mitsubishi, and members of the 
lending fraternity that he’s a man 
who says he’s going to do some- 
thing and he does it. He has 
demonstrated appeal, honesty and 
sales ability. He understands 
money, he understands profit, 

he's a darn good businessman.” 


Local architects noted with sad- 
ness the passing of architect- 
explorer Robert Stacy-Judd in 
February. Stacy-Judd was noted 
for his use of Mayan motifs in 
such projects as the Aztec Hotel 
in Monrovia, the First Baptist 
Church in Ventura and the Philo- 
sophical Research Center on Los 
Feliz Boulevard. Born in London, 
the late Robert Stacy-Judd studied 
architecture in Britain before 
coming to the United States in 
1913. 


Effective verbal communication 
through public speaking is a tool 
that can be fully developed by the 
professional through participation 
in the Architects Toastmasters 
Club, a committee of the SCC/ 
AIA. One of its senior members, 
Ron Meza, AIA, Director of Health 
Facilities for Charles Luckman and 
Associates addressed the Cali- 
fornia Association of Laboratory 
Technicians on March 8 on the 
subject of "Modules and Mole- 
cules: The Process of Planning the 
Medical Laboratory." Anyone in- 


terested in further information 
about the Toastmasters should 
contact Marc Dubin at 781-1520 
(days) or 892-1234 (evenings). 


“Women in Design: The Next 
Decade” was a two-day conference 
at the Women’s Building in March. 
Two hundred women in attendance 
heard addresses by Ellen Perry 
Berkeley, senior editor of Architec- 
ture Plus; Denise Scott Brown, 
partner in Venturi and Rauch; 
Galen Cranza, Princeton University 
School of Architecture faculty; 
Sara Ishikawa, Berkeley faculty; 
Etel Kramer, visiting UCLA critic; 
Jane Thompson, formerly editor- 
in-chief of Industrial Design and 
currently an associate in Ben 
Thompson Associates; and other 
leading contemporary women in 
the fields of design and architec- 
ture. 


The Los Angeles Community 
Design Center hosted its second 
open house in February, and ac- 
cording to James Bonar, Executive 
Director of the Center: “It was an 
unqualified success!” 


Important notice: Each monthly 
issue of L. A. Architect appears on 
the first of the month, and so an- 
nouncements intended to run in 
advance of an event must reach us 
by the 10th of the preceding 
month. The deadline for the May 
issue is April 10th. Announce- 
ments, articles and other material 
can be sent directly to Editor 
Jonathan Kirsch at 11002 Rose 
Avenue, Los Angeles, Ca. 90034. 
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Reminder for May: Save May 10th 
for the WAL's "Fantastic Five 
Dollar Fun and Fund Raiser" at 
Sci-Arc. Beat inflation and depres- 
sion at the same time! Call Sarah 
Smizer (346-3005) or Jetty Fong 
(255-2439) for more information. 


A unique 
advertising 
opportunity: 

L.A. ARCHITECT 
reaches 2,000 
architects and 
allied professionals 
each month. 

Call 624-6561 

for advertising 
information. 


Classifieds 


PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT 
FOR MATURE DESIGNER WHO 
CAN LICENSE IN UTAH. Must be 
able to follow major jobs through 
completion. Business and clien- 
tele established. Minimum guaran- 
tee $15,000-$20,000 annually. Send 
photos of recent work. P.O. Box 
752, Provo, Utah 84601. 


LET MARCELLA HEINLEY TAKE 
THE HEADACHE OUT OF YOUR 
PERSONNEL PROBLEMS. Mar- 
cella Heinley is an experienced 
specialist in architectural/interior 
design employment service. She 
can provide you with expert tem- 
porary part time — permanent part 
time — or full time architectural / 
interior design personnel for long 
or short term assignments. Confi- 
dential counseling, search and 
placement for both the applicant 
and the employer. Call Marcella 
Heinley at 462-3378. Graphic Arts 
Employment Agency, 5743 Melrose 
Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90038. 


ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRA- 


PHER Call Bruce Boehner, 
483-5635 (evenings). 
FOR SALE . H. H. HARRIS 


HOUSE... SILVERLAKE AREA - 
2 bedrooms, den, 2 baths; ex- 
cellent indoor/outdoor access 
through French Doors opening on- 
to patios. City, ocean, lake views. 
Privacy, trees on V2 acre. Assum- 
able 6⁄2 96 loan at $150. per month 
if buyer can raise substantial 
down. Best offer over $50,000. 
Contact: Maryanne Levine at 
666-6108 eves. 


HONORS AND AWARDS 


Miss Jean M. Brown, President of 
the Southern California Chapter/ 
Architectural Secretaries Asso- 
ciation, presented awards at the 
February meeting to Miss Thelma 
Imschweiler (William L. Pereira 
Associates) for her outstanding 
service as past president, and to 
Mr. Vinton Frost, Vice President of 
Charles Kober Associates, for his 
firm's support of the ASA's activi- 
ties, including the sponsorship of 
three of their employees as ASA 
members: Miss Lily Nakao, Mrs. 
Kathi Majdali and Mrs. Sandra 
Hall. Awards were also presented 
to Diana Womack, an architectural 
student at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, for the best ASA logo 
design; and to David Tanza and 
Andres Avitua for second and third 
place designs. 


APPOINTMENTS 


The oldest architectural and en- 
gineering firm in Los Angeles, 
Albert C. Martin and Associates, 
embarked on the third generation 
of Martin partners in 1974 through 
the partnership of David C. Martin, 
son of Albert C. Martin, Jr. David 
Martin, who received his Bachelor 
of Architecture from the University 
of Southern California in 1966 and 
his Master of Science in Architec- 
ture at Columbia University, has 
performed a variety of assignments 
in the firm since 1958, including 
design work for the Sears, Roe- 
buck and Co.'s Pacific Coast ad- 
ministration office building; pro- 
ject director and designer of 
Warner Center; and designer of 
Consolidated Rock administrative 
headquarters office, USC School 
of Pharmacy and other projects. A 
former William Kinney Traveling 
Fellow, Martin is presently a 
Director of the SCC/AIA, an ad- 
visory board member of Los 
Angeles Beautiful, a member of 
the Contemporary Art Council for 
the Los Angeles County Museum 
and an occasional visiting critic 
for USC's School of Architecture. 
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Peyton E. Kirven, AIA, partner in 
The Raymond Ziegler Partnership 
Architects, has been appointed 
1975 Chairman of the national AIA 
Codes and Standards Committee, 
of which he has been a member 
since 1973. 


James J. Souder, AIA, a member 
of the Southern California Chap- 
ter and President of Souder, Clark, 
Griffin and Associates, Inc., 
Health Services and Hospital Con- 
sultants in Encino, has been 
appointed to the AIA Committee 
on Architecture for Health. Jim 
also served as faculty advisor for 
the American Hospital Asso- 
ciation's Institute on Health 
Facility Planning and Design at 
UCLA School of Public Health in 
March. Leonard Brown, AIA, Stuart 
Greenfield, AIA, and David Oakley, 
AIA --- all members of the Pasa- 
dena Chapter --- are other Southern 
California members of the Com- 
mittee on Architecture for Health. 


What is Art? 


Continued from page 1. 

oped as a monitor of Los Angeles 
Metropolitan government. There 
must be direct representatives of 
the Architects to the County Gov- 
ernment and to all city govern- 
ments within our jurisdiction. 

In order that our organization 
may further develop systems of 
architectural selection based on 
qualifications — and not on 
“direct mail marketing” or other 
forms of peddling, whether or not 
recommended by our national 
Journal — there must be revolu- 
tion within the profession, 

With the Medical and Legal Pro- 
fessions we must establish Profes- 
sional corps, so that rank is deter- 
mined by skill and services are per- 
formed in accordance with need. 

In manufacturing, the dictums 
of Marx mean slavery, but a Pro- 
fessional will give willingly accord- 
ing to his ability to anyone in 
need, and an artist is already the 
willing slave of art. 
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Plastering 
Information 
Bureau 


There is no material that can equal the design flexibility and 


performance of lath and plaster. Metal and gypsum lathing sys- 


tems are available to meet every construction need. Acoustical, 


fireproofing, conventional plastering and the new ‘“‘thincoat”’ 


applications can provide a surface to answer every functional 


requirement. 


The Plastering Information Bureau's technical staff is at your 


service for consultation and assistance in the preparation of 


lathing and plastering specifications. You are invited to call. 


a service for architects, designers and awarding agencies 


3127 Los Feliz Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90039 e Phone (213) 663-2213 


